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stakeholders in Iowa watersheds for the pur-
pose of improving agriculture’s environmental 
performance and watershed health. The 
project design employs science-based applied 
evaluation tools at field, farm, and watershed 
level (such as water monitoring, soil sampling, 
and guided stalk sampling) to collect perform-
ance data that can be applied in a feedback 
loop to the planning process. The project sup-
ports expert staff to assist watershed organi-
zations and groups of farmers in developing 
and maintaining these adaptive management 
plans and in measuring and reporting perform-
ance in optimizing fertilizer use efficiency, re-
mediating agricultural pollutants, decreasing 
soil erosion, building soil carbon, improving 
on-farm energy efficiency, reducing green-
house gas emissions, enhancing wildlife habi-
tat, and maintaining or increasing yield and 
profitability. Private-public partnerships among 
agencies, private industry, producers, environ-
mental groups, all levels of government, water 
utilities, and the university are fundamental to 
the design of this project, and those func-
tioning partnerships to achieve the above 
project objectives are a measure of the 
project’s success. This project also enables 
farmers to engage in watershed leadership 
and planning, employing their expertise and 
motivating more effective environmental man-
agement practices. 

Federal funding will be used to support inte-
gration of watershed planning and privately 
funded conservation practices with planning 
and performance reporting conducted by 
USDA NRCS in Iowa; integration of watershed 
planning with individual producers’ conserva-
tion planning in targeted watersheds in 4–6 
additional targeted watersheds; development 
and evaluation of solutions to agricultural non- 
point source pollution targeted to prioritized 
Iowa watersheds; and integration of data col-
lection and reporting focused on soil, atmos-
phere, and energy conservation as indirect at-
tributes of water quality improvement efforts in 
agricultural watersheds. One of the greatest 
challenges to achieving and documenting ac-
tual improvements in water quality and water-
shed health where Rapid Watershed Assess-
ment and Watershed Planning has taken 
place and where significant farmer participa-
tion in conservation planning and implementa-
tion is taking place is the lack of sustained 
funding for planning, technical assistance to 
farmers and watersheds, and water monitoring 
implementations. Previous appropriations for 
this project are helping meet that challenge in 
at least three major agricultural watersheds in 
Iowa—Raccoon, Boone, and Iowa River- 
Upper. FY10 funding will help continue to 
meet that challenge for the period of time re-
quired to achieve and document results and to 
demonstrate a performance-based model for 
achieving agronomic, environmental, and eco-
nomic goals in farm-belt watersheds. The 
planning and monitoring infrastructure and wa-
tershed partnerships developed under pre-
vious federal funding are in place, and these 
appropriations help ensure the necessary 
scope and scale of implementation and the in-
tegration of otherwise discreet programs. The 
work being done in these watersheds, linked 
to sophisticated water monitoring and analysis 
and other resource monitoring tools, can have 
a significant impact on the ability of farmers 
and other agricultural watershed stakeholders 
to achieve and document real advances in wa-
tershed health and water quality, if given time 

to work. This can have significant impacts on 
the ability of agencies to tailor their program 
incentives, cost share, and delivery systems to 
be more effective in helping groups of pro-
ducers in watershed achieve success in meet-
ing natural resource conservation goals and 
improving water quality. It will also dem-
onstrate effective models for the private sec-
tor’s role in working with agencies to more effi-
ciently and effectively meet environmental per-
formance goals. 

Requesting Member: Congressman STEVE 
KING 

Bill Number H.R. 2997, the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2010 

Account: Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Watershed/Flood Prevention Oper-
ations 

Amount: $1,146,000 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: USDA— 

Natural Resources Conservation Services 
Address of Requesting Entity: 210 Walnut 

Street, 693 Federal Building, Des Moines, IA 
50309 

Description of Request: The requested fund-
ing will be used to reduce flood damage, gully 
erosion damage, stream channel degradation, 
and to improve water quality within the Little 
Sioux River Watershed of western Iowa. The 
Little Sioux watershed in western Iowa is an 
area that is intensively farmed due to produc-
tive but easily erodible soils. This funding will 
help to provide landowners and communities 
much-needed assistance in installing soil and 
water conservation practices to slow water 
runoff and reduce erosion damage to agricul-
tural land, public infrastructure including roads 
and bridges, and to reduce sediment and as-
sociated agricultural nutrients and pesticides 
being delivered to streams and rivers. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on project funding, I am submitting the 
following information regarding project funding 
I requested as part of Fiscal Year 2010 Agri-
culture Appropriations bill—H.R. 2997: 

Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
Bill Number: H.R. 2997—Fiscal Year 2010 

Agriculture Appropriations bill 
Account: National Institute of Food and Agri-

culture—SRG 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 

of Illinois 
Address of Requesting Entity: College of 

Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences, 1301 West Gregory Drive, Urbana, 
IL 61801 

Description of Request: $176,000 for the 
University of Illinois Extension to extend its 
MarketMaker information technology platform 
to a national level that will enable food pro-
ducers, processors, wholesalers and retailers 
electronic access to geographically-referenced 
data, thus enhancing the opportunity for food 
and agricultural entrepreneurs to identify and 
develop new and profitable markets and im-
prove the efficiency and profitability of food 

systems in the United States and globally. Of 
this amount $91,277 is for personnel; $28,752 
for Supplies; $17,204 for Publications; $13,198 
for Services; $13,679 for travel; and $11,890 
for USDA administrative costs. 

Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
Bill Number: H.R. 2997—Fiscal Year 2010 

Agriculture Appropriations bill 
Account: National Institute of Food and Agri-

culture—SRG 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 

of Illinois 
Address of Requesting Entity: College of 

Veterinary Medicine, 1008 Hazelwood Dr., Ur-
bana, IL 61802 

Description of Request: $235,000 for the Illi-
nois Center for One Medicine, One Health at 
the University of Illinois which will focus on re-
search, training and outreach efforts designed 
to improve our society’s preparedness and re-
sponse to natural and intentional exposures of 
biological, chemical and physical agents. Of 
this amount $117,500 is for research; $47,000 
is for the instruction of courses various aca-
demic programs; and $70,500 for training pro-
grams and excercises to serve state depart-
ments of agriculture and public health. 

Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
Bill Number: H.R. 2997—Fiscal Year 2010 

Agriculture Appropriations bill 
Account: National Institute of Food and Agri-

culture—SRG 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 

of Illinois 
Address of Requesting Entity: College of 

Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences, 1301 West Gregory Drive, Urbana, 
IL 61801 

Description of Request: $461,000 for the 
University of Illinois to conduct collaborative, 
multidisciplinary research to promote optimal 
human health by studying novel attributes of 
food. Of this amount $322,300 is for Per-
sonnel; $14,000 is for Participant/Trainee Sup-
port; $60,600 for Supplies; $3,300 for Publica-
tions; $29,800 for Travel; and $31,000 for 
USDA administrative costs. 

Requesting Member: TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
Bill Number: H.R. 2997—Fiscal Year 2010 

Agriculture Appropriations bill 
Account: National Institute of Food and Agri-

culture—SRG 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 

of Illinois 
Address of Requesting Entity: College of 

Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental 
Sciences, 1301 West Gregory Drive, Urbana, 
IL 61801 

Description of Request: $745,000 for the 
Soybean Disease Biotechnology Center, lo-
cated within the National Soybean Research 
Laboratory (NSRL) at the University of Illinois, 
which provides cutting edge research and a 
first line of defense against major soybean dis-
eases. Of this amount $595,000 is for Per-
sonnel; $80,000 for Supplies; $20,000 for 
Travel; and $50,000 for USDA administrative 
costs. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear-
marks, I am submitting the following informa-
tion regarding earmarks I received as part of 
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H.R. 2997—Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010: 

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG 
HARPER 

Bill Number: H.R. 2997 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service 
Project Name: Genomics for Southern Crop 

Stress and Disease 
Recipient and Address: Mississippi State 

University, P.O. Box 9800, Mississippi State, 
MS 39762 

Amount: $797,000 
Description: Mississippi State will provide in-

novative genomics research solutions to ad-
dress disease and climatic stress-ors in Mis-
sissippi’s most valuable commodity crops. For-
estry, Poultry, Catfish, and many more Mis-
sissippi industries will benefit from this re-
search. Advances in understanding genomic 
responses to stress and disease are antici-
pated to have a beneficial impact on yields, 
costs, and environmental sustainability. 

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG 
HARPER 

Bill Number: H.R. 2997 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service 
Project Name: Biomass-based Energy Re-

search Program 
Recipient and Address: Mississippi State 

University, P.O. Box 9800, Mississippi State, 
MS 39762 

Amount: $839,000 
Description: The Consortium is developing a 

unique gasification-catalytic process that uti-
lizes all of the plant biomass, including the 
lignin, to produce liquid fuel. Mississippi State 
University and Oklahoma State University will 
cooperate in conducing technical and eco-
nomic evaluation for the gasification-catalytic 
conversion process. Currently, MSU is con-
ducting research to develop new catalysts to 
improve the conversion of syngas into liquid 
hydrocarbons. 

Requesting Member: Congressman GREGG 
HARPER 

Bill Number: H.R. 2997 
Account: Cooperative State Research Edu-

cation and Extension Service 
Project Name: Wood Utilization Project 
Recipient and Address: Mississippi State 

University, P.O. Box 9680, Mississippi State, 
MS 39672 

Amount: $4,545,000 
Description: Mississippi State University will 

conduct vital research and education on wood 
use to support the competitiveness of small 
and medium wood product manufacturers and 
the needs of the public through the Wood Utili-
zation Research (WUR) Program. 12 Wood 
Utilization Research Centers at state univer-
sities across the U.S. will participate in this 
program. Mississippi has the potential to eco-
nomically grow much larger volumes of wood. 
Focused research is essential to enhance the 
development of the current industry and to 
create new wood-based industries such as 
that of energy and chemicals. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, pursuant to the Republican 

Leadership standards on earmarks, I am sub-
mitting the following information regarding ear-
marks I received as part of H.R. 2647—Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2010. 

I requested one project in H.R. 2647. 
In coordination with thirteen other Members 

of Congress, I sent a letter to the Chairman 
and Ranking Member requesting support for 
additional funding for the Army National 
Guard’s H60 Black Hawk Helicopter mod-
ernization program. As a result of this letter, 
$20.4 million was included in the Defense Au-
thorization Act for this purpose. Army National 
Guard operational tempos are the highest they 
have ever been supporting the full spectrum of 
state missions including search and rescue, 
utility/lift, disaster relief, firefighting, medical 
evacuation, all while sustaining deployments 
to Iraq, Afghanistan and the Balkans. This 
high operational tempo is wearing out the Na-
tional Guard H60 fleet much faster than 
planned and as a result of this request, we 
can ensure the National Guard has the tools 
and equipment they need to do their job. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican stand-
ards on earmarks, I am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks I re-
ceived as a part of H.R. 2997, the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Act, 2010. The 
entity to receive funding is the Pennsylvania 
State University, 117 Old Main, University 
Park, PA 16802, in the amount of $133,000. 
Funding will be used to increase field re-
search/demonstration in order to increase 
farmer and farm advisor exposure to sustain-
able cropping system practices. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2647) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2010 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2010, and for other purposes: 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chair, I rise today in sup-
port of language in the manager’s amendment 
to the Defense Authorization Bill (H.R. 2647) 
requiring the Government Accountability Office 
to study the costs to states and localities that 
choose to cover the difference between a first 
responder’s military salary and their city sal-
ary. 

After the tragic events of September 11th, 
many New Yorkers heard the call to service 
and joined the Army, Marines, Navy, and Air 
Force in defense of their country. More than 

11,000 New Yorkers went to Iraq and Afghani-
stan and 59 tragically lost their lives in de-
fense of our country. Among these New York-
ers were the brave first responders who had 
already performed so admirably on that day, 
the police officers, fire fighters, and para-
medics who put their lives at risk to help their 
fellow New Yorkers. In recognition of this fur-
ther sacrifice, New York City revised its per-
sonnel code to maintain first responders’ mu-
nicipal salaries even during active duty military 
service. 

Five hundred ten New York City municipal 
employees, including 76 firefighters and 293 
police officers, are currently serving overseas, 
putting the total number of City first respond-
ers who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
since 9/11 at over 2,000, with New York Po-
lice Department Officers comprising close to 
half of these. The combined salaries of these 
employees is over $ 148 million dollars, and it 
is estimated that the city has recouped only 
$59 million, costing the City over $89 million. 
These financial costs are further compounded 
by lost man hours, over 800,000 in all. This 
lost manpower has disproportionately affected 
the New York City Police Department to the 
tune of over 472,000 days. 

To explain this program better, let’s take the 
hypothetical case of NYPD and Army Reserve 
Sergeant Smith. Sergeant Smith makes 
$55,000 annually as an NYPD officer and his 
active duty salary is $35,000. Being called to 
Iraq for a year-long tour of duty costs Ser-
geant Smith $20,000. New York City’s pro-
gram continues Sergeant Smith’s $55,000 an-
nual salary and Sergeant Smith would pay his 
military salary back to the City. Through New 
York City’s policy, Sergeant Smith is made 
whole while still patriotically serving his coun-
try. 

New York City is not alone in honoring its 
first responders who choose to serve overseas 
in this way. Boston, Chicago, Indianapolis, 
Phoenix, and San Jose have similar programs, 
and many states, including Ohio, Texas, North 
Carolina, Wisconsin, and Washington have 
laws that provide full pay for all state and mu-
nicipal employees serving on active duty. At 
this time, it is not known how many millions of 
dollars these programs are costing cities and 
states around the country. Through my 
amendment the GAO will study the costs in-
curred by local governments for picking up the 
costs for their employees serving on active 
duty. I would like to thank Chairman IKE SKEL-
TON and Ranking Member BUCK MCKEON for 
accepting this amendment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
on Tuesday, July 7, 2009, I missed the fol-
lowing votes: rollcall Nos. 478 and 479. If I 
had been able to make these votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 478. I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 479. 
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